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INTELLIGENCE TESTS AS A BASIS FOR HOMOGENEOUS 

GROUPING 



MAY M. HARPER 
McKinley Junior High Scliool, Xenia, Ohio 



It is generally conceded that the chief service of the group 
intelligence test is to diagnose groups and, by this means, to help 
find the children of superior, mediocre, and inferior mental ability. 

In determining ability groups by group tests there is likely to 
be some variation between the results thus obtained and the judg- 
ment of the teacher based on actual school performance. No one 
would claim that any group intelligence test can give the final 
word as to the learning ability of any individual. Yet there is, 
without doubt, a strong probability that those rating relatively 
low on a group test are of relatively low native capacity, and the 
accumulated data prove that a child who rates relatively high is 
almost certain to possess a high degree of mental ability. 

In order to afford the brighter pupils every opportunity for 
development and to relieve the average members of the class 
from the discouraging effect of the precocious students on the one 
hand and the habitually slow on the other, while at the same time 
providing the latter with an opportunity for the fullest develop- 
ment of their intellectual lives, the plan of grouping according to 
intelligence ratings and demonstrated ability has been adopted 
in the McKinley Junior High School. 

At the close of the school year in June, 1921, those promoted 
to the eighth grade were divided into three groups, arranged accord- 
ing to Terman intelligence scores, modified to some extent by the 
judgment of the teachers based on school achievement during the 
year. Those promoted to the seventh grade were classified into 
three groups according to the intelligence quotients obtained from 
the Haggerty Test, Delta 2. 

At the close of the second month of the present school year, 
the pupils were reclassified on the basis of actual achievement as 
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indicated by the various tests and estimates given during the first 
two months of school. 

Each pupil was given to understand that this grouping was not 
permanent, but that at the end of another two months a second 
reclassification would be made, and that those who found them- 
selves placed in a lower group would have the opportunity to regain 
their former places or advance still higher. 

When the first regrouping was made on the basis of demon- 
strated ability to do school work, it was found that many changes 
were necessary, and some surprising results were noted. About 
one-half of both the seventh- and the eighth-grade pupils remained 
in the groups to which they had been assigned on the basis of intelli- 
gence ratings, while the remaining pupils were placed in lower or 
higher sections. 

At the close of the fourth month, when the second reclassifica- 
tion was effected on the basis of ability to do school work, it was 
interesting to note that fewer changes had to be made, a much 
larger percentage retaining their places. 

TABLE I 

Percentage Distribution of Ability Groups Reclassified on Basis of 
Achievement in School Work 





Seventh Grade 


EiGHiB Grade 




First 
Regrouping 


Second 
Regrouping 


First 
Regrouping 


Second 
Regrouping 


Remained in same group 


51 
24 

25 


73 
16 
II 


S6 
24 
20 


77 













In making a general survey of the present grouping of both the 
seventh grade and the eighth grade, it is found that the classifica- 
tion on the basis of group tests corresponds to a large extent with 
the present grouping based on actual school accomplishment. A 
few exceptions are to be found where pupils of comparatively low 
intelligence rating have demonstrated their ability to do class work 
along with the pupils in one of the higher groups. On the whole, 
the group intelligence rating predicted fairly accurately what the 
teachers discovered in four months concerning the relative ability 
of the children to do school work. 



